
They say that children 
 choose their mothers 
from on high, 
 before they’re born. 
If it’s true,  
 and there are others 
just as caring, 
 just as warm, 
pure as honey, 
 sweet as clover, 
soft as spring 
 they might have been... 
but if I had it 
 to do over, 
gladly, I’d  
 choose you again. 

Happy Mothers’ Day 
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They say that children 
 choose their mothers 
from on high, 
 before they’re born. 
If it’s true,  
 and there are others 
just as caring, 
 just as warm, 

pure as honey, 
 sweet as clover, 
soft as spring 
 they might have been... 
but if I had it 
 to do over, 
gladly, I’d  
 choose you again. 

Verse by Mary Campbell | |Illustration by Jessie Willcox Smith  

JESSIE WILLCOX SMITH (1963-1935) was a leading light in the Golden Age of American Illustration. 
Among more than 60 books she illustrated were Little Women and An Old-Fashioned Girl  (Alcott), 
Evangeline (Longfellow), and A Child’s Garden of Verses (Stevenson). Her work was featured in the 
top U.S. periodicals, including Good Housekeeping, Collier’s, Century, and Harper’s. 
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